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Paula and [ visited Albert Biale in September on the first leg of our trip to the Southwest.
At that time he gave me two tapes he had recorded of his memories of early days in
Eureka. This spring I sent him a copy of "I Had a Lovely Childhood." Following is a

copy of the letter he wrote to me after reading it:

April 2, 1994

Dear Inez,

What a pleasant surprise to receive the book about your childhood in Eureka.
Many thanks for favoring me with a copy that I will prize.

The book is wonderfully done. Your well-written and interesting description of
the events in your childhood days, Christye's artistic illustrations and Paula's putting it
altogether has resulted in a book that you can well be proud of. You described so well
the Eureka of the pre 1920 era and the conditions that existed at that time.

Yes I knew everyone mentioned and pictured except of course your father.
Needless to say it has brought to mind many pleasant memories. Your mother was one of
my favorite teachers and taught me in the eighth grade in the school year of 1916-17.

Y our grandmother had a few cows and sold milk for a time. I can remember your
Uncle Lyman driving the cows home at milking time. He had a sorrel horse that he rode
and it seems to me that the horse's name was Billy, but I'm not sure.

I remember Rudolph and his family living in the brick house almost directly in
back of the school building where we went to school.

In addition to running the butcher shop, Rudolph had the first gasoline station.

No modem pumps in those days. The gasoline came in 55 gallon barrels which were
rolled up on a stand. Then the fuel was drawn into a 5 gallon can and poured in the auto's
tank through a felt hat that filtered out any water or foreign material.

Eureka was on the Lincoln Highway which at that time was the only designated
road running from coast to coast. In 1915 San Francisco held the Panama Pacific
International Exposition and that year quite a number of autos came through Eureka and
of course Rudolph filled their tanks. I was 12 years old at that time and autos fascinated
me and I practically lived at Rudolph's which was just across the street from my family
home. There were many makes of autos even in those days and I learned their names.

My anxiety is still with me. [ am always fatigued and can do very little. Atmy
age (91 in a few days) I feel fortunate in doing as well as [ am. It is quite possible that I
may have to enter a nursing home. I don't like the idea but it may be the answer.

Again many thanks for favoring me with that very interesting book. My love to
you, Paula and Christye, and I hope you all had a pleasant Easter.

Sincerely,
Albert





